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Springtime in Romania

Fapturi supranaturale feminine in cultura popoarelor europene

Pretutindeni in Europa s-a cultivat traditia acestor personaje, care si-au castigat locul lor
in basmele tuturor popoarelor europene. Ele se gasesc sub o forma sau alta in folclorul

Subiecte de interes majorit&tii popoarelor fiind niste zeitati din naturd care, dupé dispozitie, erau cand prietenoase,
cand dusmanoase oamenilor.

e Fapturi supranaturale in Europa centrald se crede c& povestile cu Fee, aceste fapturi magice, au ca radacini

feminine in cultura miturile antice grecesti sau miturile celte. Cea mai renumita Regina a Feelor in Irlanda se

popoarelor europene numea Fand, fiica a marii, stdpédnd a minunatei tari din adancuri, de unde se ridica la

suprafatda sub forma unei pasari de apa pentru a zbura prin lume spre a gasi barbati
deceptionati in dragoste si a-i vraji.
e Fairies, elfs, leprechauns Tn mitologia greacd erau cunoscute fapturi feminine, supranaturale, zeitsti ale naturii
and gnomes in folk beliefs denumite Nimfe - adica femei tinere.
in mitologia romana existau Parcele. Denumirea vine de la cuvantul parere (a naste) Erau
cunoscute parcele Nona si Decima ca Zeite ale nasterii. Pentru ca de ele depindea soarta

o Ursitoarele

e Fairies in slavic mithology

e Rusaliile si llelele in noului ndscut, in timp au devenit Zeite ale destinului. In acest sens se spunea ca inzestreaza
credinta p'opu|aré copilul nou-ndscut cu nenumarate insusiri si in acelasi timp il insotesc de-a lungul vietii ca un
romaneasca adevarat inger pazitor.

In Franta, mai ales in regiunea Bretagne, exista legenda lui Korrigan, zeita izvoarelor

e Fiinte fabuloase din subpamantene, consideratd nepoatd a unui mare preot druid din vechia Galie. Pentru oameni,
folclorul romanesc cea mai primejdioasd perioada era consideratd ,Sarbatoarea primaverii”’, cand zeitele se

adunau pentru a-si oferi cupa de cristal a inspiratiei si intelepciunii. Daca din intdmplare un
barbat le surprindea, el era omorat pe loc.

In Anglia - Aelf reprezintd aceeasi fapturd care se ridicd la suprafata si poate fi vazuta in
toata splendoarea ei cum paseste imaterial peste ape, stralucind in toate culorile curcubeului,
fiind de o frumusete indescriptibila.

In mitologia germana, Loreley este o intruchipare a spiritului apelor, sirend sau vrajitoare,
ce atragea prin cantecele ei minunate marinarii de pe Rin, facand ca vasele lor sa se loveasca
de stanci si sa se scufunde.

Ursitoarele

Traditia ursitoarelor sau urselor este legata de trei fecioare, trei femei, trei zane, trei surori, trei naluci, care
»croiesc” destinul noilor nascuti.

in mitologia roméneasca, ursitoarele sau ursele apar ca fapturi feminine, uneori tinere, frumoase ca niste
zane, alteori ca Batrane-Fecioare, urate ca niste vrajitoare. Dupa unele credinte, ursitoarele au si nume: Urse, Mire,
Casmete, Harasite, Zori, Zodii, Albe, Haraioase, Zane sau Sfinte.

Folclorul ofera si o imagine a lor: au parul de aur, aripi Si sunt imbréacate in straie albe, vaporoase. Una tine in
mana un fus din care toarce, alta un caier din care deapana, iar cea de-a treia taie firul, cand vine vremea.

Locuiesc in ,locuri curate, de picior de om necalcate, cu flori semanate si de pasari cautate'.

La casa nou-nascutului ursitoarele sosesc intotdeauna noaptea Si asteapta sub streasina casei pana in a treia
Zi, cand intra. In cas3, familia a pregatit masa Ursitoarelor, sub icoana, pe care asaza: trei colaci sau trei turtite,
grau, faina, apa, untdelemn, tuica, vin, sare, 1ana si bani. Rostul lor este de a le capata bunavointa, pentru a-i ursi
de bine.

Ofranda, pusa simbolic pe masa, este mai apoi oferita la trei copii.

Ursitoarele vor pleca asa cum au venit, nevazute si neauzite de nimeni, féra sa stie cineva ce au ursit, caci nu-
i om s&-si cunoasca destinul...
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Fairies, elfs, leprechauns and gnomes in folk beliefs

The folklore of medieval
Europe was a mixture of
legends from various
sources, such as ancient
regional stories mixed
with Judeo-Christian
religious tales and myths
from the Roman Empire
and the Near Est.
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A fairy is a type of mythological being or legendary creature, a form of spirit, often described as
metaphysical and supernatural. Fairies resemble various beings of other mythologies, though
even folklore that uses the term fairy offers many definitions. Sometimes the term describes any
magical creature, including goblins or gnomes: at other times, the term only describes a specific
type of more ethereal creature. The word fairy derives from Middle English faierie, a direct bor-
rowing from old french faerie, meaning the land, realm, or characteristic activity of the legendary
people of folklore and romance. Fairies are generally described as human in appearance and
having magical powers.

Their origins are less clear in the folklore, but in modern culture they are often depicted as
young, sometimes winged, humanoids of small stature, they originally were depicted much dif-
ferently: tall, radiant, angelic beings or short, wizened trolls being some of the commonly men-
tioned. Many tales from Northern Europe tell of a mortal woman summoned to attend a fairy
birth, sometimes attending a mortal, kidnapped woman's childbed. Invariably, the woman is giv-
en something for the child's eyes, usually an ointment; through mischance, or sometimes curios-
ity, she uses it on one or both of her own eyes.

An elf is a being of Germanic mythology. The elves were originally thought of as a race of divine
or semi-divine beings endowed with magical powers, which they use both for the benefit and the
injury of mankind. In pre-Christian mythology, they appear to have been divided into light elves
and dark elves.

In early modern and modern folklore, they become associated with the fairies of Romance folk-
lore and assume a diminutive size, often living underground in hills or rocks, or in wells and
springs.

9th-century Romanticism attempted to restore them to full stature, often depicting them as
youthful-seeming men and women of great beauty. In addition to these human aspects, they are
commonly described as semi-divine beings associated with fertility and the cult of the ancestors
and ancestor worship. The notion of elves thus appears similar to the animistic belief in spirits
of nature and of the deceased, common to nearly all human religions.

Like spirits, the elves were not bound by physical limitations and could pass through walls and
doors in the manner of ghosts.

English folktales of the early modern period commonly portray elves as small, elusive people
with mischievous personalities. They are not evil but might annoy humans or interfere in their
affairs. They are sometimes said to be invisible. In this tradition, elves became similar to the
concept of fairies.

Successively, the word elf, as well as literary term fairy, evolved to a general denotation of vari-
ous nature spirits like Puck, hobgoblins, Robin Goodfellow, the English and Scots brownie, the
Northumbrian English hob and so forth. These terms, like their relatives in other European lan-
guages, are no longer clearly distinguished in popular folklore.

A leprechaun is a type of fairy in Irish folklore, usually taking the form of an old man, clad in a
red or green coat, who enjoys partaking in mischief. Like other fairy creatures, leprechauns have
been linked to the Tuatha Dé Danann of Irish mythology.

Popular depiction shows them as being no taller than a small child.The name leprechaun de-
rives from the Irish word leipreachan, defined as a sprite. The leprechaun is said to be a solitary
creature, whose principal occupation is making and mending shoes, and who enjoys practical
jokes. According to William Butler Yeats, the great wealth of these fairies comes from the
“treasure-crocks, buried of old in war-time”, which they have uncovered and appropriated. Ac-
cording to McAnally the leprechaun is the son of an “evil spirit” and a “degenerate fairy”.

A gnome is a fairy creature that is characterized by its very small stature and subterranean life-
style. The word gnome is said to derive from the New Latin gnomus and ultimately from the
Greek gnosis, meaning knowledge. According to myth, gnomes hoarded secret knowledge just
as they hoarded treasure.

Gnomes feature in the legends of many of central, northern and eastern European lands by oth-
er names: a kaukis is a Prussian gnome, and barbegazi are gnome-like creatures with big feet in
the traditions of France and Switzerland. In Iceland, gnomes (veettir) are so respected that roads
are re-routed around areas said to be inhabited by them.
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Fairies in slavic mithology

Fairies in slavic mythology come in several forms and their names are spelled differently based
on the specific language. Among the ones listed below there were also khovanets (as domovoi),
dolia (fate), polyovyk or polevoi (field spirit), perelesnyk (spirit of seduction), lesovyk or leshyi
(woodland spirit), blud (wanderer), mara (specter, spirit of confusion), chuhaister (forest giant),
mavka or niavka (forest nymphs), potoplenytsia (drowned maiden, wife of vodianyk), vodianyk or
vodyanoy(water spirit, aka potoplenyk), bolotianyk (swamp spirit), bisytsia (she-devil), potercha
(spirit of dead, unbaptized child), nichnytsia (night spirit), mamuna (demoness), nechysta syla
(all the evil), scheznyk (vanisher), didko, antypko, antsybolot, aridnyk (other names for evil spir-
its), and many, many others .

The Vila, are the Slavic versions of nymphs, who have power over storms, which they delight in
sending down on lonely travelers. They live in meadows, ponds, oceans, trees, and clouds (cf.
Leimakids, Limnades, Oceanids, Dryads, Nephele). They can appear as swans, horses, wolves, or
beautiful women.

Baba Yaga is, in Slavic folklore, the wild old woman; the witch, and mistress of magic. She is also
seen as a forest spirit, leading hosts of spirits. Baba Yaga is sometimes shown as an antagonist,
and sometimes as a source of guidance; there are stories where she helps people with their
quests, and stories in which she kidnaps children and threatens to eat them. Seeking out her aid
is usually portrayed as a dangerous act.

a Rusalka was a female ghost, water nymph, succubus or mermaid-like demon that dwelled in a
lake. She was considered a being of evil force.

The vodianoi is a male water spirit of Slavic origin. The Czech, Slovak and Polish equivalent is
called a vodnik. He is viewed to be particularly malevolent, existing almost exclusively to drown
swimmers who have angered him by their boldness.

Bereginyas or Berehynias are obscure fairies mentioned in “The Lay of St. Gregory the Theologj-
an of the Idols”, which has been preserved in a 15th-century Novgorod manuscript, a compila-
tion of translations from Greek sources.

Rusaliile si lelele in credinta populara romaneasca

O mare parte dintre religiile populare precrestine au supravietuit camuflate in sarbatori
crestine traditionale, deoarece biserica nu a putut desfiinta definitiv multe dintre credintele
traditionale. Asa s-a intdmplat si cu sarbatoarea Rusaliilor, care are la baza una dintre cele mai
vechi si mai respectate sarbatori arhaice latine, Rosalia, sarbatoarea rozelor, floarea parfumata
ce reprezenta primavara si caracterul trecator al vietii.

Rosalia se sarbatorea in data de 23 mai la romani, iar la daco-romani, si mai apoi la
romani, s-a transformat intr-un ciclu de noua zile, denumite Rusalii, cand se da de pomana
pentru mortii familiei si in acelasi timp se sarbatoreste reinvierea naturii.

Rusaliile, sau lelele, sunt, in credinta populara romana, niste fete sau femei tinere,
frumoase, zéne ale padurilor sau apelor, care sunt in acelasi timp vesele, dantuitoare, dar si rele,
seducéatoare. In alte variante lelele pot fi batrane si urate, dar se cred frumoase si tinere, iar cel
ce le dispretuieste este pedepsit si isi pierde mintile. lelele pot locui oriunde Tn natura: in vazduh,
in munti, in paduri, in pesteri, pe stanci, pe malul apelor sau la raspantii de drumuri.

Tn mitologia romana, lelele, dezbrécate sau cu valuri albe, despletite, cantd si danseaza in
poieni rotunde, in jurul unui copac ale carui frunze sunt arse ca de foc. Se spune ca si in locul
unde au dansat lelele iarba este arsa, iar cand creste la loc este neagra si ocolita de vite.

Hora lelelor poate fi pusa in legatura cu dansurile din traditia Bacanalelor, sarbatoare
romana dedicata zeului Bachus, zeul ocrotitor al vitei de vie.

B. P. Hasdeu, in scrierile sale, aminteste nume ale lelelor din povestile populare
romanesti: Ana, Bugiana, Cosanzeana, Dumernica, Foiofia, Lacargia, Lemnica, Liodiana,
Magdalina, Ogrisceana, Pascuta, Rudeana, Rosia, Rujalina, Ruxandra, Savatina, Simioana,
Sandalina, Tiranda, Todosia, Trandafira, iar stapana lor ar fi Irodia, Irodiasa sau Doamna. Fiind
considerate demonice, pentru imbunarea lor se presupunea ca trebuie folosite cuvinte
frumoase, magulitoare, cum ar fi; soimanele, mandrele, maiestrele, zénisoarele, imparatesele
vazduhului. Abia la sfarsitul verii lelele se retrag in ape, unde raman pana primavara viitoare.
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One of the ways we
can learn more
about different

cultures is by
studying the stories
that they tell.
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Fiinte fabuloase din folclorul romanesc
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eSinziene eViarcolac
eBalaur *Zana
1] I'T] .DUh

*Blajinii eSfanta Duminica

eCapcaun eSfanta Vineri

eCorcoaia eSfanta Miercuri
eZgripsor

elele oZmeu

eMoroi oZorila

eMuma Padurii
ePasarea Maiastra
®Pricolici
eSanziene
eSanicoara
eScorpie
eSpiridus
eSolomonar
eStafie
oStrigoi
eStima Apelor
eUrias
eUrsitoare

oVasilisc

eMiazanoapte
oStea-logostea (o stea vorbitoare)
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